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Nineveh & Mosul

Nineveh is an ancient Mesopotamian city on the eastern bank
of the Tigris River, and capital of the Neo-Assyrian Empire.

It was the largest city in the world for some fifty years until, after a bitter
period of civil war in Assyria itself, it was sacked by an unusual coalition
of former subject peoples, the Babylonians, Medes, Persians, Chaldeans,

Scythians and Cimmerians in 612 BC.
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Nineveh was one of the oldest and
greatest cities in antiquity. The area was
settled as early as 6000 BC and, by
3000 BC, had become an important
religious centre for worship of the
Akkadian goddess Ishtar. The early city
(and subsequent buildings) were
constructed on a fault line and,
consequently, suffered damage from a
number of earthquakes. One such event
destroyed the first temple of Ishtar,
which was then rebuilt in 2260 BC by
the Akkadian king Manishtusu.
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Nineveh & Mosul

Nineveh : inhabited from 6000 BCE

Centre of Worship of Ishtar 3000 B.C
Nineveh was Built on the eastern bank of the Tigris, northern Mesopotamia
Mosul is built on the western bank of the Tigris; opposite Nineveh

After the destruction of Nineveh in 612 BCE; Mosul started to grow on the western bank
of the Tigris. Mosul soon became the new trade centre and route between the East and

the West Then. Meaning of the word ‘Mosul’ in Arabic is the Link or connection.

i Nineveh. Eastemn city wall looking south from Shamash Gate.
Reconstructed stone wall in foreground. Wall has been cut
to make way for modem road. (photo April 1990)
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6000 BCE Nineveh is first settled.

3000 -2000 BCE Nineveh is a major religious centre
for the worship of the goddess Ishtar.

1273 BCE - 1244 BCE King Shalmanesar | builds a palace and temple at Nineveh.

705 BCE Sennacherib moves the capital to Nineveh

700 - 698 BCE Restoration of Nineveh,
Sennacherib builds parks and possibly the Hanging Garden (of Babylon!) .

668 - 627 BCE Reign of King Ashurbanipal, last king of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. Palace
and Library built at Nineveh.

647 - 629 BCE Extensive collection of clay tablets acquired
known as Ashurbanipal's Library at Nineveh.

625 BCE Incursions by Babylonians, Elamites,
Medes and Scythians weakens the city of Nineveh.

612 BCE Fall of the Assyrian Empire, Nineveh is burned.

612 BCE The great Assyrian cities of Ashur, Kalhu, and Nineveh are sacked and burned
by the Medes, Babylonians, and Persian forces.

Mepsila (Mosul), Started to develop
The name of the city is first mentioned by Xenophon in 401 BC in his expeditionary logs.
There, he notes a small town of "Mépsila" (Ancient Greek: MéyiAa)
on the Tigris somewhere about where modern Mosul is today
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The City of Mosul
Mosul succeeded Nineveh as the Tigris bridgehead linking Syria and Anatolia with Persia.
The city changed hands once again with the rise of Sassanid Persia in 225 CE.
Christianity was present among the indigenous Assyrian people in Mosul as early as the
2nd century. It became an episcopal seat of the Nestorian faith in the 6th century.
In 637 (other sources say 641), during the period of the Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab, the
city was annexed to the Rashidun Caliphate by Utba bin Fargad Al-Salami.

Mosul was promoted to the status of capital of Mesopotamia under the Umayyads in the
8th century, during which it reached a peak of prosperity. During the Abbassid era it was
an important trading centre because of its strategic location astride the trade routes to
India, Persia, and the Mediterranean.

- Mosul was the centre and originator of the production of “Muslin” fabric
Famous schools of metalwork and miniature painting arose in Mosul during the Zengid rule.
Mosul’s prosperity ended in 1258 A.D, when it was ravaged by the Mongols under Hiilegii.

The district of Mosul was a first-level administrative division (vilayet) of the Ottoman
Empire. It was created from the northern sanjaks of the Vilayet of Baghdad in 1878

After World War I (1914—-18) the Mosul area was occupied by Britain
until a border settlement (c. 1926) placed it in Iraq rather than in Turkey.

Mosul contains many ancient buildings. Those include the Great Mosque, with its leaning minaret,
the mosque of Nabi Jarjis (St. George), several Christian churches, and various Muslim shrines and
mausoleums. Since World War Il (19391 45) the city has been enlarged in area several times by new
construction. There are now five bridges connecting the two sides of the city. The University of
Mosul (1967) is the second largest university in lrag.
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The history of Sumer, taken to include the prehistoric Ubaid and Uruk
periods, spans the 5th to 3rd millennia BC, ending with the downfall of the
Third Dynasty of Ur around 2004 BC, followed by a transitional period of
Amorite states before the rise of Babylonia in the 18th century BC.

The first settlement in southern Mesopotamia was Eridu. The Sumerians
claimed that their civilization had been brought, fully formed, to the city of
Eridu by their god Enki or by his advisor.

Sumer was one of the ancient civilizations and historical regions in
southern Mesopotamia, modern-day southern Iraq, during the
Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age. Although it was previously thought
that the earliest forms of writing in the region do not go back much
further than c. 3500 BC, modern historians have suggested that Sumer
was first permanently settled between c. 5500 and 4000 BC by a non-
Semitic people who spoke the Sumerian language

These conjectured, prehistoric people are now called
"proto-Euphrateans” or "Ubaidians", and are theorized to
have evolved from the Samarra culture of northern
Mesopotamia (Assyria).The Ubaidians were the first
civilizing force in Sumer, draining the marshes for
agriculture, developing trade, and establishing industries,
iIncluding weaving, leatherwork, metalwork, masonry, and
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pottery bifacial culture

First Dynasty of Lagash

LagashUr-Nanshe (right), creating the foundation for a shrine, presiding over its dedication
(Louvre)Fragment of Eannatum's Stele of the Vultures (Louvre). This dynasty is dated to the
25th century BC. En-hegal is recorded as the first known ruler of agash, being tributary to Uruk.

For more details: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of Sumer

http://en.wikipedia.ora/wiki/Sumer

Miles

some scholars such as Piotr Michalowski and Gerd
Steiner, contest the idea of a Proto-Euphratean
language or one substrate language. It has been
suggested by them and others, that the Sumerian
language was originally that of the hunter and fisher
peoples, who lived in the marshland and the Eastern
Arabia littoral region, and were part of the Arabian
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Legacy Of the Sumerian Ref http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumer

Evidence of wheeled vehicles appeared in the mid 4th millennium BC, near-
simultaneously in Mesopotamia, the Northern Caucasus (Maykop culture) and
Central Europe. The wheel initially took the form of the potter's wheel. The new
concept quickly led to wheeled vehicles and mill wheels. The Sumerians’
cuneiform writing system is the oldest (or second oldest after the Egyptian
hieroglyphs) which has been deciphered (the status of even older inscriptions
such as the Jiahu symbols and Tartaria tablets is controversial). The Sumerians
were among the first astronomers, mapping the stars into sets of constellations,
many of which survived in the zodiac and were also recognized by the ancient
Greeks.They were also aware of the five planets that are easily visible to the
naked eye.l

They invented and developed arithmetic by using several different number
systems including a mixed radix system with an alternating base 10 and base
6. This sexagesimal system became the standard number system in Sumer
and Babylonia. They may have invented military formations and introduced the
basic divisions between infantry, cavalry, and archers. They developed the
first known codified legal and administrative systems, complete with courts,
jails, and government records. The first true city-states arose in Sumer,
roughly contemporaneously with similar entities in what are now Syria and
Lebanon. Several centuries after the invention of cuneiform, the use of writing
expanded beyond debt/payment certificates and inventory lists to be applied
for the first time, about 2600 BC, to messages and mail delivery, history,
legend, mathematics, astronomical records, and other pursuits. Conjointly
with the spread of writing, the first formal schools were established, usually
under the auspices of a city-state's primary temple.

Finally, the Sumerians ushered in domestication with intensive agriculture and
irrigation. Emmer_wheat, barley, sheep (starting as mouflon), and cattle
(starting as aurochs) were foremost among the species cultivated and raised
for the first time on a grand scale.

Early Cuneiform Writing

The Ziggurat of UR

Issue of Barley Sale
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The Akkadian Empire 23341 2154 BCE

Achievements :The empire was bound together by roads, along -
which there was a regular postal service. Clay seals that took the
place of stamps bear the names of Sargon and his son. A cadastral
survey seems also to have been instituted, and one of the '/
documents relating to it states that a certain Uru-Malik, whose name ~
appears to indicate his Canaanite origin, was governor of the land
of the Amorites, or Amurru as the semi-nomadic people of Syria and
Canaan were called in Akkadian. It is probable that the first
collection of astronomical observations and terrestrial omens was
made for a library established by Sargon. The earliest "year
names", whereby each year of a king's reign was named after a
significant event performed by that king, date from the reign of
Sargon the Great. Lists of these "year names" henceforth became a &
calendrical system used in most independent Mesopotamian city-
states. In Assyria, however, years came to be named for the annual
presiding limmu official appointed by the king, rather than for an
event.

- X
~  Anshan

Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akkadian Empire

The Akkadian Empire was an ancient Semitic empire centered in the city of Akkad and its surrounding region,
also called Akkad in ancient Mesopotamia. The empire united all the indigenous Akkadian-speaking Semites
and the Sumerian speakers under one rule. The Akkadian Empire controlled Mesopotamia, the Levant, and
parts of Iran. During the 3rd millennium BC, there developed a very intimate cultural symbiosis between the
Sumerians and the Semitic Akkadians, which included widespread bilingualism. Akkadian gradually replaced
Sumerian as a spoken language somewhere between the 3rd and the 2nd millennia BC (the exact dating
being a matter of debate).

The Akkadian Empire reached its political peak between the 24th and 22nd centuries BC, following the
conquests by its founder Sargon of Akkad (233412279 BC). Under Sargon and his successors, Akkadian
language was briefly imposed on neighboring conquered states such as Elam. Akkad is sometimes regarded
as the first empire in history, though there are earlier Sumerian claimants. After the fall of the Akkadian Empire,
the Akkadian people of Mesopotamia eventually coalesced into two major Akkadian speaking nations:
Assyria in the north, and, a few centuries later, Babylonia in the south.
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Gilgamesh is the semi-mythic King of Uruk best known from The Epic of
Gilgamesh (written c. 2150-1400 BCE) the great Sumerian/Babylonian poetic
work which pre-dates Homerd svriting by 1500 years and, therefore, stands
as the oldest piece of epic western literature. Gi | g a mefaherdoveas the
Priest-King Lugalbanda (who is featured in two poems concerning his
magical abilities which pre-date Gilgamesh) and his mother the goddess
Ninsun (the Holy Mother and Great Queen) and, accordingly, Gilgamesh was
a demi-god who was said to have lived an exceptionally long life (The
Sumerian King List records his reign as 126 years) and to be possessed of
super-human strength.

Gilgamesh is widely accepted as the historical 5th king of Uruk whose
Influence was so profound that myths of his divine status grew up
around his deeds and finally culminated in the tales found in The Epic

of Gilgam esh Part of Tabet V- the Epic of Gilgamesh

In The Epic of Gilgamesh, the great king is thought to be too proud and arrogant by the gods and
so they decide to teach him a lesson by sending the wild man, Enkidu, to humble him. Enkidu and
Gilgamesh, after a fierce battle in which neither are bested, become friends and embark on
adventures together. When Enkidu is struck with death, Gilgamesh falls into a deep grief and,
recognizing his own mortality through the death of his friend, questions the meaning of life and the
value of human accomplishment in the face of ultimate extinction. Casting away all of his old vanity
and pride, Gilgamesh sets out on a quest to find the meaning of life and, finally, some way of
defeating death. In doing so, he becomes the first epic hero in world literature. The grief of
Gilgamesh, and the questions his friend's death evoke, resonate with every human being who has
wrestled with the meaning of life in the face of death. Although Gilgamesh ultimately fails to win
immortality in the story, his deeds live on through the written word and, so, does he.

Since The Epic of Gilgamesh existed in oral form long before it was written down, there has been much
debate over whether the extant tale is more early Sumerian or later Babylonian in cultural influence. The
best preserved version of the story comes from the Babylonian writer Shin-Leqi-Unninni (wrote 1300-1000
BCE) who translated, edited, and may have embellised upon, the original story.

http://www.ancient.eu/gilgamesh/ by Prof Joshua J. Mark
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The Old Assyrian Kingdom
1900 BCE Ashur, Capital of Assyria, is founded
1680 BCE Hurrians occupy Assyria,

1472 Mittani annexes Assyria

The Middle Empire
1400 BCE Assyria regains its independence
1250 BCE Shalmaneser | conquers Mitanni

The Neo-Assyrian Empire
1244 - 1208 BCE Hittites conqured and
Babylon sacked (1220 BCE)

705 BCE Sennacherib moves capital

0 425 gs0km & ) from Dur-Sharrukin to Nineveh.
¢ 45 @om ~ BCE- 627 BCE Reign of Ashurbanipal, the last great king of Assyria.
08 80 []699-62786C 612 BCE
The great Assyrian cities of Ashur, Kalhu, and Nineveh
are sacked and burned by the Medes, Babylonians, and Persian forces.
605 BCE 668- 549 BCE Babylon rules over the Assyrian regions.
http://www.ancient.eu/assyria/

841 BCE Israel pays tribute to Assyria.

729 BCE Babylon is occupied by Assyrians.

722 BCE - 705 BCE Peak of the Assyrian empire under the reign of Sargon II.

721 BCE Israel is conquered by Assyria.

710 BCE - 707 BCE Sargon II resides at Babylon, rules Assyria from Babylonian court.

705 BCE Sennacherib moves capital from Dur-Sharrukin to Nineveh.

701 BCE King Sennacherib of Assyria sacks the city of Lachish in Judah but fails to take the capital Jerusalem.
671 BCESecond Egyptian Campaign, Assyrian army successfully captures Memphis and conquers Egypt.
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The Assyrian Middle Empire

If we should admit the imperial principle i thatitis good, for the sake of
spreading law, security, commerce and peace, that many states should be
brought, by persuasion or force, under the authority of one government |
then we should have to concede to Assyria the distinction of having
established in western Asia a larger measure and area of order and
prosperity than that region of the earth had ever, to our knowledge, enjoyed
before ( 270).

The Assyrian Deportation Policy
Adad Nirari I completely conquered the Mitanni and began what would become standard policy under
the Assyrian Empire: the deportation of large segments of the population. With Mitanni under Assyrian
control, Adad Nirari I decided the best way to prevent any future uprising was to remove the former
occupants of the land and replace them with Assyrians. This should not be understood, however, as a
cruel treatment of captives. Writing on this, the historian Karen Radner states,

The deportees, their labour and their abilities were extremely valuable to the Assyrian state, and
their relocation was carefully planned and organised. We must not imagine treks of destitute
fugitives who were easy prey for famine and disease: the deportees were meant to travel as
comfortably and safely as possible in order to reach their destination in good physical shape.

Deportees were carefully chosen for their abilities and sent to regions which could make the most
of their talents. Not everyone in the conquered populace was chosen for deportation and families were
never separated. Those segments of the population that had actively resisted the Assyrians were
killed or sold into slavery, but the general populaces became absorbed into the growing empire
and were thought of as Assyrians.

http:// www.ancient.eu/assyria/
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LEGACY OF ASSYRIA

Thanks to the Greek historian Herodotus, who considered the whole of Mesopotamia 'Assyria', scholars have long
known the culture existed (as compared to the Sumerians who were unknown to scholarship until the 19th century
CE). Mesopotamian scholarship was traditionally known as Assyriology until relatively recently (though that term
is certainly still in use), because the Assyrians were so well known through the primary sources of the Greek and
Roman writers. Through the expanse of their empire, the Assyrians spread Mesopotamian culture to the other
regions of the world, which have, in turn, impacted cultures world-wide up to the present day.

Tiglath Pileser III had introduced Aramaic to replace Akkadian as the lingua franca of the empire and, as Aramaic
survived as a written language, this allowed later scholars to decipher Akkadian writings and then Sumerian. The
Assyrian conquest of Mesopotamia, and the expansion of the empire throughout the Near East, brought Aramaic to
regions as near as Israel and as far as Greece and, in this way, Mesopotamian thought became infused with those
cultures and a part of their literary and cultural heritage. Following the decline and rupture of the Assyrian empire,
Babylon assumed supremacy in the region from 605-549 BCE. Babylon then fell to the Persians under Cyrus the
Great who founded the Achaemenid Empire (549-330 BCE) which fell to Alexander the Great and, after his death,
was part of the Seleucid Empire.

The region of Mesopotamia corresponding to modern-day Iraq, Syria, and part of Turkey was the area at this
time known as Assyria and, when the Seleucids were driven out by the Parthians, the western section of the
region, formerly known as Eber Nari and then Aramea, retained the name Syria. The Parthians gained control of
the region and held it until the coming of Rome in 115 CE, and then the Sassanid Empire held supremacy in the
area from 226-650 CE until, with the rise of Islam and the Arabian conquests of the 7th century CE, Assyria
ceased to exist as a national entity. Among the greatest of their achievements, however, was the Aramaic
alphabet, imported into the Assyrian government by Tiglath Pileser III from the conquered region of Syria.
Aramaean was easier to write than Akkadian and so older documents collected by kings such as Ashurbanipal
were translated from Akkadian into Aramaic, while newer ones were written in Aramaic and ignored the
Akkadian. The result was that thousands of years of history and culture were preserved for future generations,

and this is the greatest of Assyria’s legacies.
*ABOUT THE AUTHOR JOSHUA J. MARK
A freelance writer and part-time Professor of Philosophy at Marist College, New York, Joshua J. Mark has lived in Greece
and Germany and traveled through Egypt. He teaches ancient history, writing, literature, and philosophy.
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Babylonian Empire

The Babylonian Empirewas the most powerful state in the ancient world after the fall of the

Assyrianempire (612 BCE). Its capitaBabylonwas beautifully adorned by kingNebuchadnezzar
who erected several famous buildings. Even after the Babylonian Empire had been overthrown by

the Persian kingCyrus the Grea(539BC), the city itself remained an important cultural centre.

First Dynasty of Babylon ( 1894-1595? BCE).
Ruled by the kings of the nation of the Amorites ("westerners"),
which took over Isin, Larsa, and Babylon
The area was reunited by Hammurabi, a king of Babylon of Amorite descent
(1792-1750? BCE)Babylonia was one of the most fertile and rich parts of the ancient world.

Middle Babylonian Period . e
Under Nebuchadnezzar | ( 1126-1104 BCE), the Babylonians advanced to e
Elam, and received back the statue of Marduk. However, this revival was Upper part of the (?odex
Aramaeans infiltrated Babylonia, and the of Tf%rgggb'

brief. In the eleventh century,
central government disappeared for some time.

In the southwest of Babylonia, a new group of people settled, the
Chaldeans, who were related to the Aramaeans. The relations between the e o &K/// =
Babylonians, who had already assimilated the Amorites and Kassites, and S / /4_\ /

the new intruders were at first hostile, but the Chaldeans increasingly A
Babylonized. Dark ages followed. Babylon fell under influence and rule of
various competing nations. Babylon was included within the Assyrian

empire and several violent episodes and revolts took place.

Eshnunna

Neo-BabylonianPeriod 627- 539 B.CE
[]

The united Medes and Babylonians laid siege to the Assyrian
capital Ninevehin May 612 BCE. The siege lasted for three _
months; in July, the city fell. Bavyioria

Hammurabi

http://www.livius.org/place/babylonian-empire/
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Complex Power struggle
Driven by Trade Control, Wealth, Political
Ambition, Religious Dogmas .. etc
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The Battle of Opis, fought in September 539 BC, was a major engagement between
the armies of Persia under Cyrus the Great and the Neo-Babylonian Empire under
Nabonidus during the Persian invasion of Mesopotamia. At the time, Babylonia was

the last major power in western Asia that was not yet under Persian control. The battle

was fought in or near the strategic riverside city of Opis, north of the capital Babylon. It
resulted in a decisive defeat for the Babylonians. A few days later, the city of Sippar

surrendered to the Persians and Cyrus's forces entered Babylon apparently without a

fight. Cyrus was subsequently proclaimed king of Babylonia and its subject territories,
thus ending the independence of Babylon and incorporating the Babylonian Empire

Into the greater Persian Empire.
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The Achaemenid Empire (550-330 BC)

Also called the First Persian Empire or Medo-Persian Empire, was an empire based in Western Asia in Iran,
founded in the 6th century BCE by Cyrus the Great. The dynasty draws its name from a hypothetical king
Achaemenes, who would have ruled the Persis region between 705 BCE and 675 BCE. The empire expanded
fo eventually rule over significant portions of the ancient world, which at around 500 BCE stretched from parts
of the Balkans and Thrace-Macedonia in the west, to the Indus valley in the east. The Achaemenid Empire
would eventually control Eqypt as well. It was ruled by a series of hereditary monarchs who found a way to
help unify its disparate tribes and nationalities by constructing a complex network of roads.

The Jewish people have long maintained
both physical and religious ties with the land
of Israel. The first appearance of the name
"Israel” in the historic record is the
Merneptah Stele, circa 1200 BCE. During the
biblical period, two kingdoms occupied the
highland zone, the Kingdom of Israel in the
north and the Kingdom of Judah in the
south. The Kingdom of Israel was conquered
by the Neo-Assyrian Empire (circa 722 BCE)
and the Kingdom of Judah by the Neo-
Babylonian Empire (586 BCE). Upon the

[ Home ofthe persians defeat of the Babylonian Empire by the
I osceecppEEssssy, Achaemenid Empire under Cyrus the Great,
B under Cambyses 11 (530-522) the Jewish elite returned to Jerusalem and

Kusiya

Bl under Darius 1 (521-486) the Second Temple was built.

The Achaemenid Empire left a lasting impression on the heritage and the cultural identity of Asia and the Middle
East, as well as influencing the development and structure of future empires. In fact the Greeks and later on the
Romans copied the best features of the Persian method of governing the empire, and vicariously adopted them.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire
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THE EMPIRE OF
ALEXANDER THE GREAT

Alexander lll of Macedon (July 356 — June 323 BC), commonly known as Alexander the Great
He spent most of his ruling years on an unprecedented military campaign through Asia and northeast Africa, until
by the age of thirty he had created one of the largest empires of the ancient world, stretching from Greece to Eqypt
and into northwest India.[*l He was undefeated in battle and is considered one of history's most successful military
commanders.!
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Hellenistic Period
The Seleucid Empire (320 BC to 63 BC) , was a Hellenistic state ruled by the Seleucid dynasty founded

by Seleucus | Nicator following the division of the empire created by Alexander the Great. Seleucus
received Babylonia and, from there, expanded his dominions to include much of Alexander's near eastern
territories. At the height of its power, it included central Anatolia, Persia, the Levant, Mesopotamia, what is
now Kuwait, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, northwest parts of India and Pakistan.
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The Parthian Empire 247 BC — 224 AD)

Also known as the Arsacid Empire, was a major Iranian political and cultural power in ancient Iran.
At its height, the Parthian Empire stretched from the northern reaches of the Euphrates, in what is now
central-eastern Turkey, to eastern Iran. The empire, located on the Silk Road trade route between the

Roman Empire in the Mediterranean Basin and the Han Empire of China, became a centre of trade and
commerce.
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The Roman Empire 27 BC- 476 AD (West) / 610 A.D (East)

The ancient Romans built their empire with an aggressive and well-trained army and a talent for efficient
administration. Like the westward expansion of the United States, Rome's rise to power seemed to fulfil a divinely
sanctioned national destiny. Unlike American pioneers, however, Rome did not usually displace the inhabitants of conquered
territories. Instead, it instituted Roman law and culture alongside native customs and offered citizenship to the social elite
of subject lands. An empire as vast and as durable as the empire of ancient Rome has not been achieved since.
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The Sassanian Empire (224 A.D - 651 A.D)

also known as Sassanian, Sassanid, Sassanid or Neo-Persian Empire),

known to its inhabitants as Eranshahr and Eran in Middle Persian,was the last
Iranian empire before the rise of Islam, ruled by the Sasanian dynasty from 224

AD to 651 AD. The Sassanian Empire, which succeeded the Parthian Empire,

was recognised as one of the main powers in Western and Central Asia,
alongside the Byzantine Empire, for a period of more than 400 years.
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Pre-Islamic Arabia refers to the Arabian Peninsula prior to the rise of Islam in the 630s.

Some of the settled communities developed into distinctive civilizations. Sources for these civilizations are not
extensive, and are limited to archaeological evidence, accounts written outside of Arabia and Arab oral
traditions later recorded by Islamic scholars. Among the most prominent civilizations were the Thamud which
arose around 3000 BCE and lasted to about 300 CE and Dilmun which arose around the end of the fourth
millennium and lasted to about 600 CE. Additionally, from the beginning of the first millennium BCE, Southern
Arabia was the home to a number of kingdoms such as the Sabaeans and the coastal areas of Eastern
Arabia were controlled by the Iranian Parthians and Sassanians from 300 BCE.

Pre-Islamic religion in Arabia consisted of indigenous polytheistic beliefs, Nestorian Christianity, Judaism and
Zoroastrianism. Nestorian Christianity was the dominant religion in Eastern Arabia prior to the advent of Islam.
In the latter stages of the pre-Islamic era, Christianity gained converts with some unorthodox sects, such as
the gnostics having a presence

From the 3rd century CE, Arabian history becomes more tangible with the rise of the r I _my a and witle the
appearance of the Q a U6 U imithe leegant and the gradual assimilation of the Nabataeans by the Qa U6 Un i
in the early centuries CE, a pattern of expansion exceeded in the explosive Muslim conquests of the 7th
century. Sources of history include archaeological evidence, foreign accounts and oral traditions later
recorded by Islamic scholars

Prehistoric to Iron Age
Ubaid period (5300 BCE) - could have originated in Eastern Arabia.
Umm an-Nar Culture (26001 2000 BCE)
Sabr culture (2000 BCE)

Magan, Midian, and @ d
Magan is attested as the name of a trading partner of the Sumerians.
It is often assumed to have been located in Oman.

The A'adids established themselves in South Arabia (modern-day Yemen), settling to the east of the Qahtan
tri be. They est abludarbuvadlthetlOthecentity BEEdoaha 3rd dentudy CE.
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Eastern Arabia
Main articles: Eastern Arabia and Christians in the Persian Gulf

The sedentary people of pre-Islamic Eastern Arabia were mainly Aramaic speakers and to some degree

Persian speakers while Syriac functioned as a liturgical languageln pre-Islamic times, the population of

Eastern Arabia consisted of Christianized Arabs (including Abd al-Qays), Aramean Christians, Persian-
speaking Zoroastrians and Jewish agriculturalists. According to Robert Bertram Serjeant, the Baharna may
be the Arabized "descendants of converts from the original population of Christians (Aramaeans), Jews and

ancient Persians (Majus) inhabiting the island and cultivated coastal provinces of Eastern Arabia at the

time of the Arab conquest".

Nestorian Christianity was the dominant religion in pre-Islamic Eastern Arabia. Zoroastrianism was also

present the Zoroastrians of Eastern Arabia were known as "Majoos" in pre-Islamic times.The sedentary

dialects of Eastern Arabia, including Bahrani Arabic, were influenced by Akkadian, Aramaic and Syriac

languages

The Dilmun civilization was an important s
trading centre which at the height of its power s~
controlled the Persian Gulf trading routes.
The Sumerians regarded Dilmun as holy
land. Dilmun is regarded as one of the oldest
ancient civilizations in the Middle East.The
Sumerians described Dilmun as a paradise
garden in the Epic of Gilgamesh.
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For more details on Arab tribes and their migration to
Mesopotamia, Syria & Palestine centuries begore the
advent of Islam :
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-Islamic_Arabia
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\\";4 The Spread of Islam. The rapid spread of Islam created within a century a unified cultural and economic zone from India to the
Atlantic Ocean within,

Muslims believe that Islam was revealed over 1400 years ago in Makkah, Arabia.
Followers of Islam are called Muslims.

Muslims believe thatthere is only One God.

The Arabic word for God is Allah.

According to Muslims, God sent a number of prophets to mankind to teach them

how to live according to His law.

Jesus, Moses and Abraham are respected as prophets of God.

They believe that the final Prophet was Muhammad.

Muslims believe that Islam has always existed, but for practical purposes, date

their religion from the time of the migration of Muhammad.

Muslims base their laws on their holy book the Qur'an , and the Sunnabh.

Muslims believe the Sunnabh is the practical example of Prophet Muhammad and

that there are five basic Pillars of Islam

These pillars are the declaration of faith , praying five times a day, giving money to

charity , fasting and a pilgrimage to Makkah (at least once).
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Islam- Umayyad Expansion - 660-750 A.D, (771- 1492 in Spain)

The expansion of the caliphate under the Umayyads.
Expansion under the Prophet Mohammad, 622-632
Expansion during the Patriarchal Caliphate, 632-661
Expansion during the Umayyad Caliphate, 661-750

The Umayyad period is often considered the formative period in
Islamic art. At first, even though Arabic became the official
language and Islam the principal religion of the diverse lands
unified under Umayyad rule, artists continued to work in their
established manner. The main artistic influence came from the
late antigue classical naturalistic tradition, which had been
prevalent on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean.

As with the arts, the Umayyad period was
also critical in the development of Islamic
architecture.

The Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem (691), the first major
Umayyad architectural undertaking completed under the
patronage of the caliph ¢Abd al-Malik (r. 6851 705), was
built on a prominent site formerly occupied by Solomon's
Temple and later associated with Muhammad's ascent to
heaven.
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